
Barcelona International Boat Show 2016 - An exclusive review for BYM News.

Held from 12th to 16th October 2016, the 55th edition of the ‘Salón Náutico Internacional de 
Barcelona’  was set against a background of increasing confidence and cautious but positive 
optimism within the Spanish leisure marine sector.

The Saturday morning breakfast press briefing with the show’s president Luis Conde, and general 
manager Jordi Freixas has now become a regular feature attended by boating media 
representatives from all over Europe and the Middle East.  This year Luis Conde opened the 
discussions by saying,” we saw some light at the end of the tunnel in the sector growth at the time 
of last year’s show, but this year we really feel that we have emerged into the daylight!”

He went on to point out that the national economy of Spain had grown by an impressive 3.4%, 
(especially considering the fiscal problems it has encountered since 2008,) but that the leisure 
marine sector had out-performed it with a growth of 4.4%.  Even more impressive and promising 
for the future is the growth in the Spanish charter market of 14% year on year, a sector that has 
boomed since the abolition in 2013 of the 12% ‘matriculation tax’ on the value of yachts intended 
for charter use. This activity looks set to continue growing and attracting more investment in new 
boats, charter operations and facilities to accommodate them…    

Conde also expressed satisfaction in the growth of the exhibitor uptake at the show itself, which 
increased 7% from 244 exhibitors in 2015, to 260 for this year’s edition. This was even more 
marked by the growth of ‘in water’ exhibits, always an important factor at an outdoor boat show, 
with 24% more boats being available for viewing around the quays. 

Well known brands with extensive model ranges such as Sunseeker, Lagoon, Beneteau and 
Hanse all had large ‘in water’ displays.  Indeed a total of 670 boats could be inspected afloat, with 
70 of them being new models. At least this shows that international boat builders are still investing 
significantly in design, technical  development and marketing. 

And luckily some heavy rain storms which threatened the attendance on Wednesday and Thursday 
disappeared into the distance, leaving a typically warm and sunny long weekend in the Catalonian 
capital, with the final tally of visitors reaching 56,000.   



Facts and figures.  
The boat show visitor mix has been running at around 65% from Catalonia, 7% from overseas, and 
28% from the rest of Spain, and the show management say they are keen to expand the overseas 
visitor element.  This year it has possibly been helped by the fact that the city of Barcelona has had 
a record tourist season, ostensibly because Spain is being seen as less threatened by acts of 
terrorism than some other countries, and indeed the whole area was thronging with tourists during 
the show!   

For some more context behind developments in the Spanish leisure marine sector, it’s worth taking 
a quick look at the high level data  for the Spanish leisure marine sector provided in support of the 
Barcelona Boat Show, and published by ANEN the national marine industry association:
* Direct and indirect economic impact of 17,192 million euros.
* Actual production impact of 4,763 million euros.
* Gross added value of 1,057 million euros.
* 16,000 direct jobs and 107,343 indirect. 
* 4,332 new boat registrations in the year to September, versus 4,150 in the same period of 2015.
(Up by 4.4%)
* 90.3% of all registrations are boats of less than 8 metres including wave runners.
* The 12 to 16 metre segment grew the fastest to September with an increase of 9.6%, to 114 
boats registered versus 104 in 2015. 
* 375 marinas provide some 134,725 mornings in Spain. With 23% of them in Catalonia, 17% in 
the Balearics and 15% in Andalusia. (2015 figures.) 

What was new in this year’s show format?
One has to think back several years to the days when the Barcelona Boat show was a largely 
indoor affair, when it occupied the main exhibition centre in the city with hundred of boats on 
stands and no water in sight, in order to reflect on how much this event has changed.  This total 
rethink towards an all outdoor show was in many respects brought about by the financial crisis 
resulting in a couple of very lean years, which alarmed Spanish exhibitors and their trade 
association ANEN.



It’s fair to say that the thinking process has continued year on year with the show management and 
ANEN working together, in order to create a truly interactive and varied outdoor experience for 
families, and all ages. And the fact that they invite the press to a very intimate gathering and ask 
for their opinions and input every year, shows that they are keen to continue to be innovative and 
creative in future.

This year the ‘Night of the Sea’ theme was expanded to create a kind of carnival atmosphere on 
Friday evening. As the sun went down across the harbour many exhibitors started cocktail parties 
in front of their stands or yachts for their contacts and clients. 

Several bands started playing on the dock, dancers in sailors uniforms whirled around with their 
partners, and food and wine tastings were available to the public. One of the most impressive 
yachts in the show the Sunreef Supreme 68 catamaran, was used as the starting point for a 
fashion show. This took place using the wharf of the Moll de Espanya as a catwalk, right alongside 
the rows of moored yachts.  And as if that wasn't enough activity - a mechanical life size replica of 
a prehistoric monster veered around amongst the crowds breathing fire!  Not the kind of thing one 
sees at every boat show, that’s for sure.…



Classic yachts on view, and a place to try out dingy sailing, 
or to take a spin on a water scooter.

Innovation and entrepreneurism given a dedicated space.
Another new feature for this year was the creation of a space where 20 new companies or 
entrepreneurs were given the opportunity to show their innovative creations and to present them to 
potential investors.   



Ten innovations were selected from around twenty that were presented during the Investment 
Forum which took place at the event, and these went on to participate in a financing session with 
private investors, family offices and business angels offering capital of between 50,000 and 
500,000 Euros. From these 10 start-ups, the investors also chose "La Tarifa Plana del Deporte" as 
the best project. In exchange for a fixed monthly fee, this App enables sailing enthusiasts to forget 
about buying, transporting, maintenance, storage and continuously renewing their sports 
equipment.

Another example which took our attention for its contribution to future sustainability in the leisure 
marine industry was the SLOWSEA project. This was presented as a starter boat, allowing people 
to get out on the water quickly and easily, but with minimised impact on the environment from its 
construction, operation, or even its eventual end-of-life disposal.  

We spoke with Javier Garcia one of the founders behind the SLOWSEA  concept, and he 
described his product as an Eco/Compact boat. Easy to transport and store, lightweight, strong 
and produced using the latest technology via a 3D printer! The 2.5 metre hull, folds down to a very 
handleable 1.0 x 0.7metre package, so it doesn't need to be moored or towed to get it to the water, 
and its means of propulsion is an electric motor, which can be operated via an App on a 
smartphone….all very high tech and innovative. 

The feedstock material used in the 3D printing process in order to ‘print’ the hull is known as PLA. 
This is a plastic filament created from processing any number of plant products including corn, 
potatoes or sugar-beets. PLA is considered a more 'earth friendly' plastic compared to petroleum 
based ABS, and requires 50% less content from fossil fuel sources.  The hull is then fully 
waterproofed with a lining made from recycled PVC and Tyvek.  And very importantly the whole 
structure is 100% recyclable when it finally reaches end-of-life!   



So what about the boats on display?
One of the most difficult things when visiting and reviewing a boat show for one or two days, is 
picking out something to comment specifically on from a choice of nearly 700 boats!   And, as 
would be expected from a nation where over 90% of boats purchased are under 8 metres,(to a 
large extent because of the 12% ‘matriculation’ luxury tax that is applied to anything larger) there is 
an absolute plethora of day boats, weekend cruisers, sports fishers, speed boats and RIBS on 
display. In fact, far too many to really take it all in, unless you happen to be looking to buy one…
which we were not! 

Sunseeker had their usual impressive display of motor yachts lined up in a prime spot.   



Superyachts on show for sightseers and dreamers!    
For the mere mortals of average means wandering around the show, there is always a special 
sight just across the water in the same harbour, which very often attracts their attention. Because 
apart from being the site of the annual Barcelona Boat Show, Port Vell is also the home of the 
OneOcean Superyacht Marina which was established in 2014, by Salamanca Group, a London-
based Merchant Bank. With full service berths for megayachts up to 190 metres, it’s a place where 
some of the most expensive and luxurious yachts in the world can be seen gleaming in the 
Mediterranean sunlight.

Our ‘picks from the show.’
Everyone has their own idea about what constitutes a special yacht, or something just that little bit 
new, or different, or spacious, or sporty etc etc..  Our preferences are as personally biased as 
anyone else's, but we do hope you enjoy the following details of a few boats that caught our eye at 
the Barcelona Boat Show this year.  

Sunreef Supreme 68 Catamaran.
Each year lately there has been an increasing number of catamarans on display at BBS, and their 
suitability for the charter market offering lots of space and superior stability to monohulls is 
obviously a factor behind their increasing numbers.

The Polish boat builder Sunreef, established in Gdansk in 2002 by French businessman Francis 
Lapp, has come to prominence as a market leader over the last decade, by specialising in the 
design and construction of multi-hull yachts at the upper end of the size range starting at 60ft (18 
metres.)    

The Supreme 68 named Midori was on display in Barcelona. At 68ft (20.4 metre) the boat offers a 
huge fly bridge, and an equally massive saloon area opening out onto generous deck spaces via 
all round, full height, sliding glass doors. This gives the impression of being ‘outside when inside’ 
with the exterior and interior surfaces of the boat merging into one panoramic lounging and dining 
area.   In fact the whole layout really lives up to the yards’s description  - ‘A luxury sailing 
catamaran with the heart of a superyacht.’ 



Indeed with a total living space of 300 sq metres, the yacht offers the kind of comfort and 
spaciousness that is usually found on yachts larger than 24 metres, but without the encumbrance 
of >24 metre regulatory conditions and costs. 

The saloon and the flybridge areas are both around 65 sq metres, giving oodles of space for 
owners and guests to find their own favourite spot onboard.  It is possible to sleep eight guests in 
the comfort of three cabins and one master suite, on Midori each cabin has been given a distinctive 
colour scheme, varying from anthracite to aqua marine or eucalyptus. But the yard points out that 
the interior furnishings and colour schemes are fully customisable for individual owners. 

Another outstanding feature on all Sunreef supreme 68’s is the humongous aft garage which takes 
full advantage of the 10.5 metre beam across the twin hulls. This voluminous space allows to 
conveniently store a 5m tender and up to two jet-skis, diving gear and sails. And, the garage door, 
when lowered, levels with the yacht’s aft platforms to create an exterior lounging and sunbathing 
space at water level.

And if it gets a bit crowded there, the yacht’s foredeck terrace provides another large space in 
which to relax on the large sun pads or to enjoy a dip in the Jacuzzi.

Another ingenious space saving feature on this particular yacht is the way the yard have 
engineered the base support of the substantial main mast, by constructing a carbon fibre 
transversely supported beam at flybridge level, so that the mast step does not interfere with the 
saloon’s volume.

As with all semi-customisable yachts the price of the Sunreef Supreme 68, can be quite wide 
ranging depending on owners wishes, but as a guideline you'll need to budget for somewhere 
north of 3 million euros if you're thinking of ordering one. However, you will get a lot of boat for your 
money, and a power version is also available if you prefer not to have a sailing cat.

 





Solaris Yachts - 50 and 58 models.

For any cruiser/ racer performance sailing enthusiasts, it must have been impossible to walk past 
the pair of Solaris models moored alongside each other along the Moll de Espanya, without 
stopping to admire their sleek ‘high chined’ hull lines,  and the ‘no nonsense’ practical deck layout, 
set against attractive traditional teak planking.  

Designer Javier Soto Acebal was responsible for the highly successful Solaris 48, which was 
introduced in 2006 and became a reference in its own right when it comes to design, performance 
and functionality.  And now many of these design elements and features have been incorporated 
into the newer models but with some important refinements. For instance the 58 has a moderately 
reverse bow incorporated, which is said to provide a number of advantages while sailing, such as 
improved wave penetration and less pitching. Halyards and sheets are lead to a bridge deck near 
the helm position to allow easy handling even when singlehanded. 

There are different options for interior layout to suit the customers’ requirements. And a unique 
feature is the tender garage with longitudinal access, no need to remove the outboard engine, 
completely watertight and supported by a capstan winch for easy handling of the tender.

The Solaris 58 has a length overall of 17.4 metres, a 5 metre beam and displaces 19,500 Kg, with 
a pleasing, light, bright and functional interior design by Lucio Micheletti.

The Solaris 50 at 15.4 metres LOA, and 4.5m beam is a serious challenger in the 15 metre 
performance cruiser market, and where the Soto Acebal design characteristics give a fine balance 
to the hull. This say the yard, is demonstrated by high performance and smooth sailing on the 
water.

Also in evidence is the functional and minimalistic distribution of deck gear - only 4 winches 
positioned by the twin wheels, to allow easy handling at the helm position, as well as the self-
tacking jib, with recessed track; and an integrated bowsprit to attach new generation sails such as 
gennaker and code 0;

Obviously not a yard to rest on their laurels, Solaris announced at the Barcelona show that they will 
be launching two new models in 2017, both benefitting from the continued creative and well proven 
design influence of Soto Acebal.  

The Solaris 55 will be 16.5 metres overall, and the Solaris 68 will break through the 20 metre 
barrier at 20.8 m.  With a beam of 5.5 metres and a displacement of 28,800 Kg, the 68 will be a 
real ocean racer delivered with an ‘A-Ocean’ CE category, and about which the yards says, “this 
model will mark the history of sailing!”   



Solaris 58 at sea.

Solaris 58 interior.

 
     

And last, but by no means least, we really loved the ‘Beneteau Swift 30 Trawler Yacht.’
Nominated European Power Boat of the year 2017, and most definitely offering a great balance  
between  style, performance and seaworthiness. She  may  be  the  smallest of the Swift  Trawlers, 
but the yard claim that she is still a live-aboard option, which is quite an achievement in a boat with 
an overall length of just under 10 metres.    



Many  innovations  and  strong  performance  make  the Swift 30 Trawler Yacht stand out in her 
class, and the use of available space, giving a light and airy feel to the whole interior is quite 
outstanding.

Onboard safety is also well thought through, this is a yacht that is obviously designed to be at sea 
in all weathers, and for owners who choose to  get out there in some chop and cruise some 
distances, rather than languish in marinas. With hand rails everywhere, high pulpits and a large 
well-protected starboard walkway, safety of movement on board is much greater than in most 
boats of this size. 

With a CE certification B for eight people, fitted with a single inboard Volvo D6 370HP motor , and 
a light displacement of just 6000Kg, you won’t be wanting for power, and long distance voyages in 
comfort should be easily handled. A serious cruising motor yacht, but still in the affordable family 
size range, from a builder with a well established pedigree.



    The light, bright, functional interior of the Beneteau Swift 30 Trawler Yacht .

The organisers of the Barcelona Boat Show have already announced their 56th edition 
planned for October 2017, actual dates to be confirmed. 

Review compiled exclusively for BYM News by Peter Franklin of YachtMedia.
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